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Introduction
The book of First Peter is a five-chapter manual on the Christian life, guiding the believer through all the stages of life from conversion to leadership in the church. First Peter is written to believers in the very early stages of the rapidly expanding church, who are dispersed throughout the Roman provinces of the area that is now modern day Turkey.
Peter was one of the original twelve apostles, the same Peter who denied the Lord three times on the night He was betrayed, and the same Peter who walked out to Jesus on the waves, only to start sinking as his faith began to wane when he began to trust what he understood about the world more than what he understood about who Jesus was.  Like the other apostles, Peter’s life was turned inside out by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.  Peter was enthusiastic for Christ before Jesus’ death and resurrection; afterward he was on the “R.A.F.T.” (Risky commitment, Authentic community, Focused mission, Transformed life).
The book of First Peter contains a number of profound, interlocking, and non-negotiable themes for the Christ follower. Keep a close eye out for the recurrence of all of these themes throughout our study of the book:

(1) Our identity as a people set apart. We should act differently, react differently, and approach everything in life differently than the rest of our culture and the world based on one incredible relationship: the one we have with the God of the Universe through faith in His son, Jesus Christ.

(2) Suffering as a believer in Jesus Christ. The world hates Jesus. As his followers, it hates us as well. The wonderful, God-authored irony of it is that if we learn to handle that suffering as Christ did, individuals will be drawn out of the world toward faith in Christ.

(3) Relationships. How our identity in Christ, our perspective on suffering, and our overall world view should affect all of our relationships.
During the course of this study, allow the words of First Peter – the inspired Word of God – to wash over you and bring about the kind of life change that Peter experienced and that God desires for each one of us as members of a “royal priesthood” and a “holy nation,” and “a people belonging to God.” 

Week One (1 Peter 1:1-12)

As believers in Jesus Christ, we have an incredible, unique relationship with God. Chapter One marvels at God’s sovereignty and the sacrifice of Jesus Christ to redeem us from sin and death.
1. Who is the source of our salvation? What role does each person of the Trinity play in securing our relationship with God?
2. Is it any accident that you are a believer in Christ? Why or why not?

3. Why do you think Peter refers to believers as “strangers in the world?” Do you feel like a stranger in the world as a Christ-follower? In what ways do you not fit in with the surrounding culture?  In what ways do you fit in?  In what ways do you think it’s probably okay to fit in to the culture?  Are there any areas of your life that you think you should change to be less like the culture?

4. What is the “living hope” (v. 3) and the “inheritance” (v. 4) that Peter refers to?

5. Does being a Christian exempt you from the aches, pains and hassles of everyday life (v. 6)?  Why and how is this of benefit to us (v. 7)?  How should that affect our perspective on everyday life?
6. Read v. 8-9 and write a short definition of faith.

7. Read v. 10-12 and then read one of the prophecies being referred to by Peter:  Isaiah 52:13–53:12.  Peter will refer back to this passage a number of more times. Keep an eye open for these references as we progress through the study.

8. Why do you think these prophesies are important? Why do you think Peter is going to refer to them so often, either directly or indirectly?

Week Two (1 Peter 1:13-25)

1. What “action” (v. 13) do you think Peter is calling you to prepare your mind for?

2. Read v. 14-16. Before becoming a Christ-follower, what “ignorance” did you live in? Do our evil desires magically go away when we become a Christian?  How do we deal with them?  What kind of standard is God calling you to?

3. Read v. 17-21. What do you think Peter means by “reverent fear?” Verses 18-21 are a continuation of that thought. What was the process by which we were bought back or “redeemed?”  What was the currency used to buy us back? What were we bought back from? Who made the purchase?  Who received the payment?
4. In light of v. 18-20, is our faith and hope in God well-grounded?  Why or why not?

5. Read. V. 22-25. What does it mean to be “born again?”  What is the “imperishable seed” Peter refers to?

6. Grass and flowers (and men) arise from perishable seed, and so they wither and fall (die).  What is the whole connection between “the word of the Lord,” the “imperishable seed,” being “born again,” and “the inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade?” (v. 4)  What does this mean for us?

7. Write a paragraph describing your faith and hope in God (v. 7 and 21).

Week Three (1 Peter 2:1-12)

1. Why do you think Peter starts verse one of Chapter 2 with the word “therefore,” followed by a list of sins that he instructs us to eliminate from our character?

2. What is the “pure spiritual milk” he refers to that will cause us to “grow up” in our salvation?
3. What is a cornerstone?  Why is Jesus characterized as “the Cornerstone?”  Cornerstone of what?

4. What men have rejected – or still reject – the Cornerstone?  What is the result of their rejection of the Cornerstone?  What does it mean that they “stumble” over the Cornerstone and “fall?”  

5. When we place our faith and trust in Christ, we become part of something much greater than ourselves.  What do we become part of? (v. 5, 9-10)  What becomes our purpose? (See also Romans 12:1-2)

6. What makes us aliens and strangers in the world?  What should distinguish us from the culture around us?
Week Four (1 Peter 2:13-25)


In this chapter Peter begins to explore the concept of suffering as a believer. There is much potential good that comes from us sharing in Christ’s sufferings. Our brothers and sisters in Christ need the encouragement of seeing us bear under the pain of unjust suffering; it will help them better be able to handle it when it themselves. The world needs to see it too. It will cause some in the world to increase their persecution of the church, but others will recognize Jesus through how we handle it and be saved.
1. In the same paragraph, Peter tells us to live as free men, but at the same time to live in submission to “every authority instituted among men.”  How is this possible?  What is our greater purpose in doing this?

2. Read Romans 13:1-7.  Where do you think believers should draw the line in submission to authority?  Is there a line?  If so, what is it?  How do we know?

3. Can you think of any area of your life where v. 8-10 have a practical application?  What is it?  Is there any area of your life in which you are “receiving a beating” for doing wrong? For doing good?
4. What guided Christ as He suffered?  What motivated Him?  How can you follow in His steps?

5.  How were we like sheep going astray?  Why the sheep and shepherd analogy right here?
Week Five (1 Peter 3:1-12)

Verses 1-6 are not about marital or sexual politics. They are about character and living for God and others. In the rapidly expanding early church there were many instances of the wife of an already married couple coming to faith before her husband. 

      1. What character traits in v. 1-6 would be desirable for a Christian woman today?

      2. Is there tacit biblical permission in these verses to marry a non-believer or embark 

          on “missionary dating (see 2 Corinthians 6:14-18)?”  What would you say is the 

          biblical standard based on the overall context of scripture?

      3. What is the “fear” Peter is referring to in v. 6?  How can this fear feed unhealthily 

          into a woman’s inborn need for security and result in the unhealthy desire to try to 

          control people or circumstances?  From whom does God want every woman to 

          draw her security?

      4. If the husband is leading spiritually in his marriage, he will naturally eliminate 
          much of the insecurity that could lead his wife to be controlling.  Write a  

          paragraph describing a spiritually healthy marriage based on v. 1-7.
5. Read Psalm 34:12-16 and 1 Peter 3:8-12. What would the result be if the   

    brotherhood of believers lived this out?

6. What is the result when we do not live this out; when we live as the world lives toward each other?  What is the message we send the unbelieving world when we live as they do?

Week Six (1 Peter 3:13-22)

1. What does Peter mean when he says, “Do not fear what they fear?” Who is the “they” that he is referring to?  What is it that they fear?

2. As believers, why should we not live in that kind of fear? Cite two verses or passages that support that.

3. Verses 15-16 paint a beautiful picture about what our attitude should be as we stay primed for sharing our faith with a lost and dying world. Make at least five observations from these two verses as you meditate upon them.

4. How does baptism symbolize Christ’s death and resurrection?

5. How important is the reality of Christ’s resurrection to our salvation? Explain.
Week Seven (1 Peter 4:1-11)

Christ suffered in his body. He did that for us. At one point or another, each of us experience physical suffering. Some of us live with it constantly. As Christians, Christ promises us that the world is going to hate us, and that we are going to suffer persecution for his name’s sake. The Bible says we are to adopt Christ’s attitude toward suffering.

1. What was Christ’s attitude toward suffering? (See Philippians 2:1-10)

2. How can we arm ourselves with Christ’s attitude about suffering? What does that look like at a practical level? Why does Peter use the term “arm” as though we are to prepare ourselves for some kind of conflict?

3. Are we as believers in a position to sit in judgment of those who live in a world of sin? Why or why not?

4. It may be easy for us to think we have never engaged in “detestable idolatry.” I mean, you’ve never bowed down to a golden calf, have you? But is this true? Have you never worshipped an idol of any kind? Do you currently have any idols in your life that you need to topple? Why is idolatry detestable to God?

5. What is often the strongest thing we can use to communicate the truth about Christ to a sinful world?

6. What kind of perspective about life should v. 7 invoke? What is Peter talking about?

7. Verses 7-11 are a vivid portrayal of authentic community. What would be communicated to the world if HCBC-UT looked like v. 7-11? Does it? What can you do personally to make it more so?

Week Eight (1 Peter 4:12-19)

Again, Peter takes up the theme of suffering and says it should not surprise us when it happens. We should expect suffering and persecution!

1. Can you identify any ways in which you are currently suffering persecution for the name of Christ? What are they?

2. What about our lives should make the world want to persecute us?

3. What kind of suffering should we not be experiencing?

4. Verse 19 is all about eternal perspective in the midst of suffering. Why should we commit ourselves to our faithful Creator and continue to plug along, doing the things that are sure to keep getting us persecuted? Do you have any stories to tell about doing this?
Week Nine (1 Peter 5:1-4)

The higher we rise in positions of leadership within the church, the more we are to serve others. This is called incarnational leadership.

1. Write out what you think the term “incarnational leadership” means.

2. What are some things that stand out to you about the style of leadership described in v. 1-4?

3. What are a couple of other names that would aptly apply to this concept of leadership?

4. How is this style of leadership different from how the world typically views leadership?

5. What do you think some of the results might be if a Christian CEO came in and very deliberately exercised the style of leadership in v. 1-4 in a company that had previously been run under a more worldly style of leadership?

Week Ten (1 Peter 5:5-14)

1. What do you think Peter means when he says for the young men to be submissive to those who are older? What should that look like? Why is it important?

2. Why is humility so important to unity within the body of Christ?

3. What do you think Peter is talking about in v. 4, referring to “the crown of glory that will never fade away,” and “that he may lift you up in due time” in v. 6?

4. How awesome is v. 7 ?!? This is one of the great assurances of all of scripture! Write down five things God says to your heart as you meditate upon it.
5. Read v. 8-11. What kind of a war are we in? What is at stake? What is the outcome ultimately going to be? Who is the victor and why?

6. What would you identify as the two or three main things you are taking away from this 10-week study of 1 Peter? How do you plan to put them into action in your life and in your relationship with Christ?
